Mini Eggshell Mosaic Project — REVISE

Eugene Miniatures Club
February 2022 Zoom meeting

Preparation:
1. Select the surface where your mosaic is going to go. The surface should be at or mostly at and
rigid. Check out the inspiration examples below. You can apply your eggshells to a piece of uncorregated
cardboard, wood, the top of a mini table or whatever you want to cover (I decided on a 1”-scale tray that I
had in my stash.).
2. Decide on the image you want to make. Keep it simple, as small details will be very challenging. You
might also want to consider whether you want a border around the edges of the picture.(I decided on a
simple snow scene with a few trees).
3. Prepare the surface. Porous surfaces like wood or cardboard may buckle or warp, and should be sealed
or primed before painting (I painted the top side of my wooden tray bottom with acrylic wood sealer and a
thin coat of gray paint so any visible cracks will look like they have been grouted). Once dry, make sure
your picture is the right size. Then, draw your image onto the surface with a pencil OR (if drawing is not
your thing) blacken the back side of the picture with a soft pencil, tape it over your surface and trace the
main lines. If you want to include a border, draw it on the surface also.
4. Collect and clean your eggshells. Break one or two eggs, drop the shells into a bowl
of water, and make sure they are submerged. Let them soak overnight, then peel out the
membrane inside the egg. Any residual membrane can be gently rubbed out with the end
of your thumb (Julie suggests blowing the eggs out, and the membrane
will fall out automatically). When clean, the inside of the eggshell
should feel just like the outside. Let the eggshells dry completely.
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5. Pick your media and colors, and paint your eggshells. Keep it
simple — a few colors and a background color will work best (I’m
going with green trees, a touch of gray in some snow areas, and a blue
sky. Maybe brown tree trunks. Maybe.). You can color the eggshells with markers, acrylic
paint, OR you can pre-dye them with food coloring. [NOTE: If you use the food coloring
technique, add only 1 or 2 drops to a small dish of water, along with a teaspoon of white
vinegar. The longer you let them sit, the darker the color will be.]. Let dry completely.

Tools and supplies
Clear-drying white or Alene’s Tacky glue
Pencil with eraser (for pressing down eggshells)
Small nylon (synthetic) brush with a good point (NOT a natural hair brush!)
X-acto knife with pointy blade (#11 suggested)
Toothpicks
Water container for washing your brush and thinning the glue
I found numerous online websites with varying eggshell mosaic techniques, so it is clearly a very exible
process! It seems you can do the smashing, gluing and painting in any order you want. The steps below
describe how I am making my sample, but feel free to do whatever works best for you.
NOTE: This can be a messy process, so I suggest working on a crafting mat or piece
of waxed paper for easy cleanup.
1. Pick an area to start, and pick the color of painted eggshell you want to use
there. On your crafting mat, gently press down on the piece of eggshell with your
nger until it cracks into somewhat smaller pieces. Don’t try to make tiny pieces
(that comes later). Just nd a piece that will t pretty well in your initial shape.
2. Start with the trickiest part of the shape. Paint a small part of the rst little area
with Tacky glue, using enough glue so that you can see it. Wash out your brush
immediately so that the glue doesn’t dry and ruin it.
3. Touch your damp brush tip to a piece of eggshell that will t nicely in the shape,
and it should cling. Place it in the shape to be shelled and press down lightly.
The shell will crack further into tinier pieces. Use your x-acto knife to separate
them a bit, and move them if needed. When in position, press them down lightly
with the pencil eraser and let dry. Where the eggshell crosses the edge of your
shape, use your x-acto knife to trim it to size by pressing down slowly and rmly
with the knife blade edge (not the tip) until you feel it crack. Scrape away any
part you don’t want, along with any exposed glue. If you do it a bit at a time, you
can use your pencil line to guide your cuts. Continue until the shape is
completely lled, then move to the next area.
4. Sometimes you will need to pre-cut the eggshell to t in a tricky area. Simply
press the x-acto knife down on the shell where you want it cut. Might take 1-2
tries to get what you want. Patience!
5. Apply the eggshells contiguously as much as possible, placing the eggshells
next to an area that has already been “shelled”. Once you have the shapes lled,
use the same technique to ll the background areas.
6. You may have some eggshell pieces that are not sticking as well as you would
like. After the area is is dry, you can lightly brush over the eggshells with a tiny bit
of 50/50 mix of water and glue to further secure them to the surface. Do not overdo this, or you will lose
your grout lines, and any nal varnish may not cover consistently.
7.

For detailed areas (like the tire tracks in the snow or the tree trunks in
my sample), use a medium-sized eggshell piece. Glue the eggshell(s)
down as in step 3, and let dry. Then go back and trim the unwanted
portion as needed using your x-acto knife (see picture at right). If you
do it a bit at a time, you can use your pencil line to guide your cuts.
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8. To add a border, trim the edge of the picture to your pre-drawn border
lines using your x-acto knife, carefully pressing the blade edge down
onto the glued-down eggshells. Scrape away any unwanted eggshell
bits and remove any glue. You can now add the mosaic “frame” to
your picture using the same technique as above. Trim the outer edges
after everything is dry and rmly set (Candidly, I haven’t done this step
yet, but don’t expect to have any issues.).
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Mosaic Application:

