
In Memory
JOYCE METCALF

The miniature community lost a wonderful leader and friend when Joyce Metcalf passed away on Oct. 
22nd, 2019 of age-related causes. Joyce was an amazingly talented miniaturist and a member NAME 
since 1984. In 1993 she became a Fellow of the International Guild of Miniature Artisans (IGMA) in 

recognition of her delicately sculpted and costumed dolls. She served as 
president of the Eugene Miniatures Club for over 20 years, where she 
developed monthly projects, shared her wide range of skills and always 
encouraged creativity.

Joyce began making miniatures in the 1980s, creating elaborate character dolls 
from wooden clothespins. Her nimble fingers, bottomless patience and attention 
to detail as a photographic retoucher and skillful seamstress enabled her to 
sculpt and costume a line of elegant porcelain dolls called “Joyous Originals”, 
still treasured by collectors around the world.  Many of these dolls were featured 

in prominent miniature magazines, including Nutshell News, Miniature Collector, Miniatures Showcase 
and Dolls in Miniature, and she brought many new enthusiasts to the art form through her work at The 
Victorian Pearl, a miniatures shop in Eugene, Oregon. 

In 2003, after a 23-year effort, the Eugene Miniatures Club completed a 1” scale model of the 1888 
Shelton-McMurphey-Johnson house (aka “Castle on the Hill”) and donated it to the City of Eugene. Joyce 
was a driving force in the creation of the model, including hand turning of numerous staircase elements 
on a miniature lathe and ensuring a perfect assembly of its 3-story staircase.  From 1993 to 2002, Joyce 
created her own 16-room replica of Maryland’s 1755 Tulip Hill Georgian mansion, currently a National 
Historic Landmark.  The completed mansion features extensive exterior touches and elegant interiors with 
notable artisan furnishings. Over the years, Joyce enjoyed creating numerous miniatures in a range of 
scales and loved displaying them at shows and special events, showing a special sparkle in her eye as 
she described her creative processes.

For 20 years, Joyce shared her extensive sewing skills by teaching 4-H groups and young people housed 
in Eugene’s Skipworth Detention Home, where she was recognized as “Volunteer of the Century”.  In 
2008 she received a “Volunteer of the Year” award for 10 years of work with the National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI). She was a dedicated wife to Bill for 59 years and a consummate homemaker. She 
leaves behind three daughters and one son, 12 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. 

Joyce’s sly smile will always live in our hearts, and we will continue to treasure the many lessons she 
taught us.


